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A NATIJRALIST AMONG THE HIMALAYAS. 805 

rudest vehicle tugged over the roughest ofcortlu- 
my roads. You travel chiefly by night, and at 
the end of every stage you are awakened by your 
bearers letting you down with a jerk; and then, 
thrusting their flaming torches in your drowsy 
eyes, they ask inlploringly for buckrheeah-tl~nt 
word so familiar to all Eastern travelers. IS you 
have made it a point to l 6  remember the coach- 
man" when bowling over the beautiful English 
roads, have given pour boire" to French postill- 
ions, Trinkgelt" to Ciern~an Postknechten, and 

buona mana" to Italian vetturini, you can not, 
of course, be hard-hearted enough to turn a deaf 
ear to the petition of these lean swarthy fellows 
who in their own persons have acted the part 
both of coachman and horeee. You set off again 
with a fresh relay, but somehow your new bear- 
em can not get rightly to  work until you have 
been roused from your uneasy slumbers, rubbed 
your eyes, and applied the universal quickener to 
their palms. Then, after all, you find that there 
are few things more wearisome than lying hour 
after hourstretched out in your low, narrow palkee. 
If the blind@ are closed you are stifled with the 
heat, ifthey are open you are smothered with dust. 
You are at times half inclined, by way of experi- 
ment, to alight and change places with one of your 
bearers, convinced that any alteration in your po- / 
sition must be for the better. 

W e  pass numerous straggling villages, or rath- 
er collections of hovels, nestling among mango 
and fig trees, with feathery palms floating over 
their roofs. Water-tanks form a prominent feat- 
ure in the landscape, often white with water lilies. 
Aa we advance farther into the hill country, we 
enter a sterile tract, covered with stunted grass. I 

l~erprtual awirlgir~g motion, which in a few hours 
becon~en absolutely Oistrcaming, worae than the 
uneasy jolt of camel-riding. Tile muhoufr, or 
driverr, it in raid, never reach an ad\arlctd age, 
their life ir jolted out of them in a f ~ w  yeam. 
They are not unfrequently clffIirtrd w i ~ h  rpind 
diseaser caused by the perpetual nlotion inrparted 
to the vertebral column. The hugc black birch 
of thr animal absorbr the rayr of the run, till we 
seen] to be sitting on a sheet of hot iron. He 
han likewise an unpleanant habit of Wowing wa- 
ter over his parrhed skin, and trin rid- not ael- 
dom comes in {or an untimely shower-bath of v q  
questional~le purity. The n~ahout, seated upon 
the animal's neck, guides him by poking his 
under one of the grcbat flapping ears. as he wisher 
him to turn to the right or the left. He cam- 
a huge iron goad wit11 which to enforcc obedience. 
With the butt end he hammer8 away upon the 
animal'r bead, with fume enough to crack a co- 
coa-nut or even the obdurate skull of a ncgro ; or 
drives the pointed end through tbe thick akin 
down to the very quick, leaving great punctures 
through which the blood and yellow fat ooze out 
in the broiling sun. occasioning us some dir- 
agreeable qualnle till we grt  unrd to it .  There 
is one advantap. which, however, goes far to 
compensate for these annoyances : t l ~ c  hright uf 
the beast elevates his rider far above the dust. 

One morning, juet at sunrise, we behold a h e  
conical mountain drawn sharply up against &e 
clear gray aky. It is the -red hill of Par- 
nath, so called after one of the Hindoo deities 
who became incarnate and abode for a hundred 
years at Benares. After his death he was in- 
terred on the summit of this mountain, which 

W e  encounter travelers in numbers ; most of 1 thus became a sacred spot. His worbhiprrs, the 
them are pilgrim8 bound fur the sacred temple i '; Jainr"  arc very ~ ~ u m e r o u s ;  their principal o b  
of Juggernaut. The greater part are on foot. ! ject of adoralion being the blessed foot of their 
though here and there we see one of the rude j deity. His worship appears to be in a flourish- 
vehicles of the county, drawn by oxen. Here is . ing condition, judging from the numbrr and ex- 
an old man borne along in the anns of his kin- 
dred.. He wishea to behold Juggernaut before he 
dies, and then he will depart in peace. What a I 
different num dimittis is hie from that uttered by 
the aged Simeon when he held in his withered 
arms the Desire ~f Ages. 

The Ganges is the great highway for the com- 
merce of India, and we sec but little merchandise 

cellent condition of the temples. Ucgqars, of 
course, abound in their neighlrorhood-the lame, 
the halt, the blind, and deformed. but above all. 
those surering from the horrible diseases of lep- 
rosy and elephantiasis. 

W e  make our way still further into the hill cow:- 
try, where the roads become aln~ost impassable. 
Our luggage is hauled along upon bullwk carts. 

upon our inland route. A few wagons drag along behind wlrich an elrphant purl~es with his fore- 
the cotton of the upper coul~try ; it is clumsily I head. while the oxen drag in front. At last tllv 
packed in rotten bags, and is hardly worth tnns-  I patient creature's head becon~es u, sore villl push- 
porting to market. The most thriving branch of ing that he can push no longer, and we are n d  
business seems to 11e the traffic in the holy waters seldom sokly put to it to advance. In the steep- 
of the Ganges, ha\~kcd about 1)j wandering deal- 
ere for the bencfit of those who can not visit the 
purifying stream. The fnrthcr they recede from 
the river, the more prerious and costly is thews- 
ter ; and when their jars run low, what should 
hinder them from replrnishing them from any 
other stream? It would rcquire a nice analjsis 
to distinguieh the genuine from the counterfeit 
article. 

In the mean time, we have exchanged our pal- I 

kee filr the more magnificent conveyance of an 
eleplrant. The huge beast sways along with a 

er places we fasten eight or ten oxen to a sirlglv 
wagon, and at the rear of each we station a driver 
At a preconccrted signal each seizes tllc tail of 
an ox, and gives it a violcnt wrench. The poor 
twasts give a sin~ultaneous stafl. and t l i ~  w-agoII 
is tugged up the crest of the declivit?. l 'nlucliil~ 
it solnetimes happens that one of thc. L~easts, ill 
his torture. breaks out of thr line. at thc irncuj- 
nent risk of ovrrturning the 1-rhicle. When n c  
colne to a ri\-er which we must cross, we sLh 
along it till we find a shallow place : then pack- 
ing our baggage on our elephants. we get i t  







tha crcean, whence the waters A 

gle, peopled wit+ p a t  ante - 
Pnd leechea innumaraBle, &a3 ', 
QW$ with the ceaselesla hum 
of the shrill cicah. Eh- 
phnts, tigers, Ie~pdar, wild 
bol~~s,  and rIiinoc%mq in- 
habit them jungk$,tkyqh,in 
no great nuqbste- h paths 
& 9 & t h m , l l & h b a t a ~  

e& bmta fib moat 
mad.. 

A t b t  ouz~mrichDor-  
BSing, in tb 8Wdm twitom, 

. . .-  
lof tht; IOW c-iry, h a y  m. + 
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